
The  MyDSL  Packa g e  Syste m
Sub m it t e d  by  clive s ay  from  the  DSL  foru m s

The  MyDSL  system  is  a  package  manage m e n t  system  developed  specifically
for  DSL.  Membe r s  of  the  user  communi ty  have  developed  many  softwar e
package s  that  are  geare d  specifically  to  work  with  DSL  via  a  'click  & load'
method.  This  package  manage m e n t  system  was  designed  for  the  liveCD  or
Frugal  install  DSL  users.  if you  use  this  method  with  a  regula r  hard  drive
install  you  are  doing  so  at  your  own  risk.  Some  of  these  packages  may  break
your  system.  If you  have  a  regula r  hard  drive  install  it  is  recom m e n d e d  you
use  the  standa r d  debian  apt  reposi tories  to  install  your  softwar e .  These
package s  can  be  found  in  the  reposito ries  that  are  linked  on  the  DSL  main
page.  

There  you  will  find  two  links:

1.  Browse  the  MyDSL  reposito ry  - This  contains  softwar e  package s  that
have  been  tested  by  the  user  communi ty  and
have  been  dete r mine d  safe  to  install  into  your
DSL  system.  

2.  Reposito ry  Testing  area  - These  are  newly  submit ted  packages  by  DSL
users.  They  are  conside r e d  experimen t a l  and  need
testing  and  feedback  from  the  communi ty  before
being  moved  into  the  regula r  reposi tory.

In  this  howto  we  will  illust ra t e  the  following:

1.  How  to  install  a  package  via  the  MyDSL  desktop  icon.
2.  How  to  install  a  package  manually  using  wget  and  EmelFM



USING  THE  MyDSL  DESKTOP  ICON

Double  click  on  the  MyDSL  icon  located  on  you  desktop  to  bring  up  the
MyDSL  package  manage m e n t  graphical  user  interface .



The  DSL Download Extension Panel gives  you  softwar e  catagories  to  choose
from.  For  this  example ,  click  on  the  Games catago ry  to  choose  an  applica tion.



You  now  have  a  list  of  all  the  applica tions  tha t  are  available  under  the  Games
catago ry  of  the  reposi to ry.  As you  can  see,  each  file  ends  with  the
extension  .info.  These  files  are  actually  text  files  which  contain  information
about  the  version  and  author  of  the  applica tion  as  well  as  import an t
informat ion  about  other  softwar e  that  may  need  to  be  installed  for  this
game  to  run  successfully  in  DSL.  For  this  example ,  let's  install  the
circuslinux.dsl game.  Click  on  the  circuslinux.dsl.info file  to  view  the  details.  



Here  we  can  see  all  the  info  about  this  package .  It  is  import an t  to  always
look  in  the  "Commen t s"  section  to  see  if there  are  any  other  software
package s  that  need  to  be  installed  for  circuslinux  to  work.  In  this  case,
there  are  no  other  package s  needed.  

Now  we  are  ready  to  install  this  game.  Click  on  the  Download button  to  star t
the  download  and  installa tion  process .  



Here  you  are  asked  what  direc tory  you  want  the  applica t ion  to  be
dowloade d  into  before  it  is  installed  on  your  system.  The  file  will  be  placed
in  the  selected  direc to ry  and  will  be  checked  agains t  the  md5sum  numbe r
to  ensure  that  the  download  was  not  corrup t e d .  If you  receive  a  bad  file,  a
checksum  error  will  appea r .  You  will  need  to  try  and  download  the  package
again.  It  is  usually  desirable  to  go  ahead  and  use  the  defaul t  /tmp  direc to ry.
Click  the  Download button.

You  will  see  a  wget  progres s  bar  that  will  show  you  the  status  of  the
download.  If the  process  bar  disappe a r s  after  it  reaches  100%  then  your
package  should  be  installed  and  ready  to  use!  If there  was  a  problem,  you
will  see  the  checksum  popup  box  as  mentione d  earlie r .  

Lets  go  back  to  the  desktop  and  bring  up  the  system  menu  to  see  if our  new
applica tion  is  ready  to  go.  You  may  not  have  an  ent ry  in  the  menu  if you
installed  a  System  applica tion  that  does  not  need  a  star tup  menu  item.

Here  we  see  our  new  game  in  the  myDSL  menu  entry.  



Great!!

Now  let's  look  at  installing  an  applica tion  without  the  MyDSL  icon.  You
would  use  this  if you  wanted  to  try  out  an  applica tion  in  the  Testing  area .  



USING  WGET  AND  EMELFM  FOR  THE  TESTING  REPOSITORY

As mentioned  before,  some  experimen t a l  applica t ions  are  located  in  the
testing  reposi tory.  They  are  not  located  in  the  MyDSL  icon  system  so  we
will  need  to  install  them  manually.  For  this  example,  we  will  use  Dillo  to  get
the  MyDSL  applica tion.  You  can  use  Firefox  for  the  downloading  if you  like.
We  will  use  Dillo  and  wget  for  this  example  since  many  people  may  not  have
machines  that  run  Firefox  effectively.  

Click  on  the  Testing  Area  link  on  the  main  DSL  websi te .  



 

Here  are  the  list  of  applica tions  in  the  testing  area.  There  are  no  catagorie s .
Evertyhing  is  listed  by  the  date  submit t ed .  For  this  example  we  will  grab  the
endeavour2.dsl package .  



Right  click  on  the  endeavour.dsl file  to  bring  up  the  dillo  menu.  We  will  want
to  choose  the  option  "Copy  Link  location".  

NOTE:
The  "Save  Link  As"  option  is  also  usable.  Sometime s  tha t  option  will  cause
problems  with  the  download  so  we  will  stick  with  the  wget  method.  

Now  you  want  to  open  the  desktop  menu  and  choose  "XShells  ->  Root
Access".  This  will  bring  up  a  root  exter m  window.  At the  prompt ,  type  in
wget and  then  a  space .  After  the  space ,  eithe r  click  on  your  cente r  button,
scrollwhe el  or  both  buttons  at  once  (if  you  have  a  two  button  mouse).  This  is
the  way  you  paste  in  Linux.  You  screen  should  look  like  the  following:

If this  is  what  you  have,  hit  the  ente r  key  to  star t  the  download  of  the  file.



When  the  progre s s  bar  reaches  100%  you  will  see  the  root  prompt .  At that
point  you  can  close  the  xterm  window.

Now  open  up  the  Emelfm  filemana g e r  from  the  desktop  icon  or  the  menu.



You  should  now  see  the  endeavour.dsl file  in  your  /home/dsl  direc tory.  
To  install  the  file,  you  simply  click  on  it  to  highlight  and  then  press  the
myDSL  button  at  the  top  of  the  emelfm  button  panel.  This  will  install  the
applica tion  so  it  is  ready  to  use.  Check  for  the  menu  ent ry  as  in  our  other
example.  

I hope  you  found  this  howto  helpful.  


