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Where Are My Applications?  

Ubuntu comes preinstalled with many of the applications you need: 

 OpenOffice, an alternative to Microsoft Office supports all the formats you‟re used to 

using. It looks and has about the same functionality as Office 2003. It‟s comprised of
a word processor, a spreadsheet, presentation, database management program,
vector graphics tool and a math formulae creator. 

 Mozilla Firefox, a versatile web browser that is more secure and offers far more
functionality that Internet Explorer. 

 F-Spot Photo Manager which allows you to import photos, tag them, make basic fixes
like Red Eye Correction and upload them to social networks or Flickr. 

 Rhythmbox, a music player with an interface similar to iTunes, plays all your music
and sync your MP3 player painlessly. Newer generation iPods unfortunately don‟t 

work because of the encryption Apple installed. 

  Totem, a video player that can play pretty much any video you throw at it by
automatically downloading the required codecs.. 

 Pidgin, a multi-platform chat client. It allows you to combine all your instant
messaging accounts under one program and chat with your Yahoo Messenger!, MSN
Messenger, GoogleTalk etc. buddies from one place. 

 Sticky Notes, some arcade games, a client for bittorrent downloads and other useful
applications are available from the menu. 

If you still need something that‟s not preinstalled, read the following section.  

http://www.makeuseof.com
http://tuxgeek.me
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Add and Remove Applications Using the Synaptic Package Manager 

The huge software repository and the excellent package manager is probably Ubuntu‟s main 

advantage over other distributions. Everything application you can think of, from Tetris to a
Photoshop alternative, is present in the repository. 

For many, this is a dream come true. If for a Windows computer you needed to buy Office,
an image editing application, an FTP client or an archiving application – these are
applications are all available for free on Ubuntu.  

To access it, click on System>Administration>Synaptic Package Manager.  

Let‟s take an example. If you want to download an application that takes pictures from your 

webcam – just like Photo Booth from Mac OS X – simply click on Search and type “webcam”. 

One of the first applications to show up will be Cheeze, an excellent free and open source
alternative to Photo Booth. Tick the box next to its name and click Apply. After the installation
completes, Cheeze will appear in the Applications tab. 

One of the first things you want to do on a fresh Ubuntu install is download a package called
„ubuntu-restricted-extras‟. Ubuntu can‟t include things like Microsoft‟s TrueType fonts or the 

Adobe Flash Player in the default installation because of legal restrictions. To install it, all you
have to do is do a search for the aforementioned package, tick the box and click Apply. 

http://www.makeuseof.com
http://tuxgeek.me
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Basic Commands for the Terminal  

Many newcomers to Linux have an inbred fear towards the Terminal. I‟m still thinking about 

why this happens, but it may be that the majority of Windows users have never seen or used
a command line interface, or CLI.  

Using the terminal is fundamentally different from using GUI applications. You communicate
with different programs, routines or daemons via a structured syntax.  

Let‟s open the Terminal from Applications>Accessories>Terminal. At the prompt, try some of 

these commands from the table below: 

System Diagnostics File Operations Network Operations Miscellaneous 

date – shows 

current date

ls – lists contents 
of a directory

ping {host} – sends a 
ping to address you 
provide.

locate -r 'file*.txt' –

searches the index for all 
entries matching file*.txt

uptime – shows how 

much time has 

passed since the 

last restart

cd {directory} –

navigates to 
selected directory

whois {domain} – shows 
whois information about a 
domain.

sudo – escalates privileges 
for system wide changes

whoami – shows 

information about 

the current user

pwd – shows 
your current 
location on the file 
tree

wget {pathtofile} –

downloads a file from the 
internet

sudo apt-get install 

{packagename} –

downloads and installs a 
package

df – shows 

information about 

disk usage

mkdir {directory} 

– creates a 
directory

iwlist scan – scans for 
available wireless 
networks

lpq – displays current print 
queue 

man {command} –

shows information 

about usage for a 

command

rm –r – removes 
a file or directory

smbtree – shows 
available Windows 
network shares

tar -zxvf archive.tar.gz –

decompresses .tar.gz 
archive

uname -a – shows 

information about 

the kernel

cp –r – copies a 
file or directory

ifconfig – configure 
TCP/IP network 
interfaces

apropos {subject} – lists 
manual pages for a subject

There are a lot of useful commands that save you time. Even the most proficient Linux users
don‟t know all the commands in the manual, but there are basic commands that everyone 

should remember and that could save their shirt when something bad happens and you can‟t 

access the GUI anymore. For example, if a new graphics card driver messes your Xorg
server configuration, you have no choice but to restore the backup configuration from the
command line. A simple „cp {file}‟ command can save you the time to reinstall the whole 

operating system and restore your files. 

More commands are available from scottklarr.com/topic/115/linux-unix-cheat-sheets---the-
ultimate-collection/ . 

http://www.makeuseof.com
http://tuxgeek.me
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Linux Comes With Your New Computer 

One way to make sure your hardware will work perfectly with Ubuntu is to buy a computer
with it preinstalled. Even if you decide afterwards that Ubuntu is not for you, you can simply
put in the Windows installation CD and wipe the computer. Unlike Mac computers which
have EFI – and cannot run Windows natively – these computers preinstalled with Ubuntu are
nothing more than a regular PC that has been built with the Hardware Compatibility List
(wiki.ubuntu.com/HardwareSupport/) in mind. 

Dell, one of the biggest computer manufacturers, currently offers both desktops and laptops. 
Some other smaller vendors, namely penguincomputing.com, System76.com and
IbexPC.com offer a variety of configurations. 

Further Reading 

This guide is far from being an exhaustive piece on using Linux – it just aims to motivate you
into taking the first steps. Everything else is up to you. Check out these great resources to
find more information: 

wiki.ubuntu.com www.tldp.org  www.fsf.org   www.oreilly.com 

www.linux.com  www.google.com/linux  www.brunolinux.com           www.osalt.com 

Conclusion 

Today, Linux is not as hard to use as it used to be, and the advantages are obvious even to
the untrained eye. Not everyone can switch to Linux yet: professional designers,
DTP/publishing and hard core gamers. For the rest of us, Linux is a viable choice, and
should no longer be cataloged as a „geek tool‟.  

Almost all the newest 

hardware coming out has 

Linux support. The critical 

mass has been reached,

and it's time everyone tried 

Ubuntu. –John C. Dvorak, 

PC Magazine

http://www.dell.com/content/topics/segtopic.aspx/linux_3x?c=us&cs=19&l=en&s=dhs
http://www.penguincomputing.com/
http://www.system76.com/
http://www.ibexpc.com/linuxsystems.html
http://www.makeuseof.com
http://tuxgeek.me
https://wiki.ubuntu.com/HardwareSupport/
http://wiki.ubuntu.com/
http://www.tldp.org
http://www.fsf.org
http://www.oreilly.com
http://www.linux.com
http://www.linux.com
http://www.brunolinux.com
http://www.osalt.com
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Visit MakeUseOf.com for daily posts on cool websites, free software and internet tips. If you 
enjoyed this guide/manual then subscribe to MakeUseOf.com (via feed or email) and get 
instant access to several other such guides and cheat sheets to your favorite programs. 

- www.makeuseof.com (latest articles) 
- www.makeuseof.com/dir/ (browse cool websites by category) 
- www.makeuseof.com/most-popular/ (most popular articles) 
- http://feedproxy.google.com/Makeuseof (feed) 
- http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=Makeuseof&loc=en_US (subscribe via email) 

Don’t miss out on our other cool manuals! 
Subscribe via email or RSS to download! 
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http://www.makeuseof.com/dir/
http://www.makeuseof.com/most-popular/
http://feedproxy.google.com/Makeuseof
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